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 , to deſiſt, but rather to-proceed and pray fr theſucteſs. - 
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"and which was ſo tart an pet's a. | 
Þath mow a ſecond ſent abroad after it z. and.many Heads 
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and Hands are buſje among us, about things that tends 


to Paper, and, while too too. many. are pecking at the 
Temple, and hope by little and little: to make 3t moulder 


away; caſt. a few mites into: the treaſitggowards its 


maintenance and reſtauration. All tha FÞBqve «found 
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ff they Precch, and to Preach the Ge __ 
ror og God to teach and faveth "Iv d 
hay; in be JE 1 
to dniters, and which are inſeparable. 
- as they would in a great Meaſure be ac 
- of Godor Man; inſomuch that it hath been et 
.;.* hard to determine which is the greateſt of the two, 
_et moſt neceffary for that Office and Qualification. 
do not now intend to refle& on any in either of 
theſe Qualifications z . they have been ſufficiently 
loaded with Calumny and Reproach, and if inſtead ' 
thereof the World would lighten their Burthen, and 
allure and perſwade them according to our purpoſe, 
it would be more happy on all Sides, a better expe- 
dient. then poſhbly hagh eyer yet been thought _— 
If any hits here do ſound too Harſh, | 
Smart and Pain, it argues the corruption of the part, 
and muſt not be imputed to the means of Cure by 
Ee and healing Medicines. * Some. have hereto- 
ore Written, The grounds and occaſions of the con- 
e Clergy and Religion mn a more keen and 
ect, and yet. well accepted : Ignorance and 
- Poverty were then baiteg as the two horrid Monſters 
| that have produced+{0- EN F. ef; 1 gain-lay 
--- - it not, butleave =p" os fer as they deſerve, only 
this I think, "that am. hearty and boly endeavour 
might reatly mew what-is amiſs, and if a care to 
- Preach and. livewedlk were univerſally taken-up, it 
: = give wonderful FOxenT to God and _ : 
o | $ 
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that render Mmiſters amiable, and make thetn;a bleſ? © 
firig 3 and that Miniſter that makes his Life x Com-: , 
"tnent;-ppon his Sermons, doth open Chriſtianity the - 

moſt profitably, and leaves the greateſt impreffion 
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atticeaay 1, Are the two 


vpon'the/Mind and Conſcience of the Dappte: Theſe 
Iving Examples captivate the Hearers, and hold them 
fo long thatatlaſt the Sermon proves molt ſucceſsful 5 
So it hath been ſaid, YVioa predicatorum eft vocaliſe 
ima The Pious life of Miniſters is #he loudeſt Preach- 
ing. Such is the neceſiity and*privitedge of the 
Preachers Chriſtian Life 53 butif hebe one that doth. 
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not Practice what he himſelf doth-or ſhould Teach,” wi#+- 


it were undoubtly the better of the two, that he 


* 5; bene ive ill and Preach well then on the Contrary: * for 


VEXECTTIMUS 
noftrum, ſt 


5-ne ze. £1s Preaching, but not ſo upon his courſe of Living 3. - 


the People abſolutly in a Moral ſenſe depend- upon: 


rims we- this ſerves himſelf and may be ſerviceable to: others, 


firum. 


but -for a Miniſter to. Preach#'ts inthe order God 
hath ſet in- the World abſolutly ,neceflary to all 3. 
without this they will fall into-diſgrace and the Peo- 
ple into Perdition. _ | | 

Tis this therefore above all that I propoſe to their 


moſt ſerious Conſideration, that they may diſcharge--. 


it rightly, and ſtrive to excel there: 


Wein i 
ing 1s without controverſie the choiceſt plant in the. _ . 


Elergies Garden, and the beſt Piece of Armour they 
can make uſ&efs Not butthat'a Miniſter hath ma- 
ny other partsto Act, but this is his greateft Duty, 
and if it be wal performed -1&dothof alFFothers be-- 
come his Dignity and Glory 4 where he flays one ſin 
another way, Preaching hath flain it Thouſands, and: 
Ten theuſagds 3 where: once any other means have 
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did .not. Fohr the Baptiſtprevail above all before him, 
by Preaching of Repentance, and by Preaching up 
the Kingdom of Chriſt > Did not our Lord Chriſt 
come to Preach the Goſpel, and the Son of God him- 
{elf go about Preaching the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
Wonderful is that Expreſſion of his (not only full to. 
our purpoſe, but.eyen to aſtoniſhment alſo) where 
he told ſome People-that would have kept him to 
themſelves, and enjoyed. his Miniſtry and Miracles 
alone, Chriſt ſaid. unto them, I nmuſt preach the King- Like 4443 
done of God to other Cities alſo, for therefore am I 
ent. / LOS OL h 
What! Myſ#Chrift Preach ? Did God' the Father 
fend himfor this end 2 Then we may be ſure this is 
'df greater momenta concern of higher accqunt with 
God, and ſerviceablene(s to man, then- we are able 
to underſtand. What did Chrift's Apeftles and Diſ- 
_ ciples in a-manner, bur Preach unto the Jews, and 
_ -afterwards:unto the Gentiles ?. And indeed Chriſt 2k 16. 
made this the better pare, amd the; very body of '5: 
their Commiſſion, * And with what facceſs did t 
diſcharge this great, Office, when they: did diligently 
A B- 2 *____ attend 
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48: 2. attend vnto it > Why, Peter at one Sermon con-* * 
partieular- yerted ſome thouſands ; ſo that with oneconſentthey” 
'YT+37" threw down their Arms, capitulated, and ſought for- 
**._ * giveneſvwof God, and gladly received his terms of 
mercy 3 whereby we have a notable proof. How 
mighty theſ&Weaponsof Spiritual Warfare are, if 
they are in the hands of Chniſt's able Mmiſters and' 
Soldiers > What was,the great means of gathering 
the Goſpel Characters but Preaching 2 And by what 
means were they encreaſed but by the ſame Preach- 
jg 2? Miracles themſelves, even apherr they were in 
their ſtrength and vigour, in the Apoſtles dates, da. 
not ſeem to have wrought half ſo much upon * 
the hearts of men, as did their Sermons. Miracles 
(as one well faith) were mears to bring many to the 
outward Court of the Temple of God, and the door 9 


' f $ 
Chriſt's Church ;, but it was the' Key of Xucnlly of ZI 
the. Pan 


the Divane Myſteries themſelves, that... unlockd 
Church doors, and epened an entrqnce to then into the 
Houſe of God. Sometimes they were like Fohx the 
Baptiſt, who prepared the way fot the Lord 5 and. 
fometimes they were Seals to the Sermons: God 
himſelf, the great Mefter of the Aſſemblies, faſtning 
thereby what his Servants. had fet together. If we 
come down a little lower, and take the @hurch in. 
its youth, -when it 'was in its ſplendour, and ſpread 
forth- its Branches: moſt fair and fruitful: what did 
then water it,)/traintain rand multiply it, but the 
fame-Preaching ſtill?, In the daies of rhe Chriſtian 
Emperours,* when the populous Citics of Aztioch, 
Alexandria, Conſtantinople, Romeg and ſuch like, had 
xeceived the Laws of Chriſt into* them, and were 
made frees and the Churches at that time 'were 
| =. > _ thronged 
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ſwarms of .Hearers, that the 


count,” comparing-it to the vaſt Sea, the ſtupendjgus » « 


Theatres, &-c. (and Iremember the golden, m 
Dive, takes ogcalinn ſomewhere largely*toaniw 
the objeQiop of the nice and tender heazer - ariſing 
hence, t they, could not bear, tehethronged 8 
ſweltred ſo long together, amang fuch multitudes 
and a man. might imo fay, 'M miadr of People. 
What courſe t 7 | 

Angaſtine, and ſuch*great Divines, take to fapport 
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n 88” Befr?, Chryſoſftome, Ambrofe, 


fach” mighty Buildings ? What did they to keep - +. ©: 
alive ſo many thouſands, to fecure them from -....# 


Schiſm, Herefie, and Deftrution ? Why, the fame 
altogether that the Wiſdom of God ſaw . neceſſary 
from the. firft : the ſame that the great Apoſtle St. 
Paul did, whoſe induftry in Preaching may juſtly 
be admired, but will hardly ever be imitated. _ 
And truly ſuchis the Ordinance of Preaching, ſo 
great is the power of it, ſo greatly doth Gods Ho- 
nour, and Men} Happineſs, and the Peace of King- 
., doms depend upon it, that there ſeems to me much 
reſemblance between the dependance.of the [ſraelites, 
upon Moſes in the Hill, when they fought with 
"Amalek,-and of Chriſtians upon their M:ziſters 1n 
the Pulpits; when Moſes held up his Hands then Iſrael! 
prevailed, but when he let them down then Azralek, 
prevailed : So when: Mzxifters liftap holy Hands to 
God in-Prayer, and lift up their Voice, teaching 
the People their Travſgreſſions and+ Sins, and in- 
firuQging them-im- the waies of Righteouſneſs;3 ther 
Sin is diſcomfitedy - and Sorrow and Mourning fly a- 
way 5 but otherwiſe Iniquity lifts-up its hands, it 
| B3 =: deſtroys 
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d&?roys all before it, and Miſery eltructiol 
fall in with it, and fill all places with Calamizy.-.Or 
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flew "theirs mighty Champion the great Golieh.z, ſo 

'tis when the Mzziſter ſtands up before, the People, 

and addrefies- Iamſelf to fight for them againſt Sa- 

an that roaring Lion: great is the expeQation on 

A. all ſides, and it-he be expert in the word, and pre- 
: vail over the Arch Enemy, that bids defiance to the 
Church of God, then the whole Congregation ariſes 


"2=>. grapple with the kuſts and Sins that have ſet them- 
ſelves in battel array againſt them. What ſhall we 
think would not be practicable, how glorious would 

the ſucceſs be throughout the World, if this Preach- 

ing were but rightly applied ? It hath done-wonders 

_ inthe World fince Chriſts coming into it, fince he 
.. fetit on foot therein, it hath beat- down the ſtrong 

" Holds of Satan; and by all- the head that ever he 
could make againſtit, he hath not heen able to-keep 

his ground ; but by Preaching the Gemtiles are be- 
come a perfe& conqueſt, and Chriſt reigns over 
them moſt glorioufly, with a Scepter of Peace and 
Righteouſneſs. It hath taken away the Lions Rage, 


Woolfs Cruelty 3 and now' the Lion and Lamb lie 
..., down togetherz#andia Child may fafely play with 
* Thishath , Y k b6. » PP, p G . 
been fully Aſps and Vipers, * The rage and fury. wherewith 
roved by es No. "> , 
Beats, in his Hiſtory of the World, wherein he ſhews. that fince Chriſt's time 
/there hath been grearer Peace on. Earth, greater Tranquiligg.by far, than ever che 
Kingdoms of the. World enjoyed before; though the old*Heathens ever accuſed 
the Chriſtians as the-on{y incendiarics, and Cauics of all publick Calamities. 
'; M | the 
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$ as it. was, when David went out between. 
wadrnmics of the Iſraelites and Philiſtins,- and - 


®> — and ſhouts for 5joy,- and every one. is then able to _ 


the Serpents Poyſon, the Tygers Fjerceneſs, and the + 
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Ini pieces one againſt another, * is greatly ceaſed : the | 
prodigious Luſts, whereby the Sons of men. mide * 
- themſelves more vile than Brutes, great 5 


" bated;3 or if it be not ſo, but this ſtats] returns agait),. 
tis the negle of Preaching that hath, Meceeded Sa- 


” #7, tans Plot, of recovering his old poſ effion, and gi- 
= ven him an opportunity of ting himſelf again, 
_. -when - onee he was ely vanqurſht ,and put to 


- flight, Were but this revived, what a verdure | 


would there be upon the face of the Church, - what 
a Spring and Haryeſt, full of all manner of Fruits, 
both pleaſant and profitable ?' -If Sin ſhould prove' 
luxuriant, this would lop the faperJuous Boughs 5 
if Vertue ſhould wither, this would diſtill like Drops 
of Rain, and ſoon. revive it. It would be a Sun 


| to cheriſh} us, -a Pallar to ſupport us, a Treafure to 


enrich us, © an Ornament about our Necks, and a 
Crown of Glory upon our Heads, Well may every 
Man's Eye be upon the Miniſter, and the People ex-. 
preſs this every where as their ſenſe, that it is in their 
hands - to- with-hold or give them happineſs. No 
wonder if the Clergy go under good report and bad 
report, if they be the talk of all, when every one 
doth truly look upon theſe things as We have repre- 
fented them. And are the parties moſt concerned 
all this while, fupme-and negligen penge 1 muſt again 
proteſt as before, : that this is no ten to charge 
them- ſo, *but- to excite and quicken,them. They 


. are Wiſe, they are able to. Judge, they know how 


their own - Mintereſt hes at ſtake; and Wo: be 
unto them 7 La ” reach mot the Gaſpel : and truly: 
they have tuch a.weighty Office to diſcharge, that 

. they 
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they little need the Clamonrs and Curſes of any,”  - 
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bur infinitely rather their help and prayers,* and 
only. as we have more than once remarked, the . 
eoflesſelf-intereſt is alſo ſo exceeding great, that / 
they Will never hold their Peace, if there be: this 
great occaſion,) It is an exceeding hazard »whether 
[RE they that preachtoothers do not th ves laſt at =# > 
© © "2 Cw. g. proveCaft-waies.StzBgul,yho of all menhad leſt need, >." 
*-. -.26,27- dreaded it himfelf;* the hopghts and | danger of it* - 
Wy were ſo terrible and dreadful:to him,- that” he. was ** 5 
6 wonderfully careful, and took a ſtrange courſe ts © 
PZ. _ preventit. And S. Chry/oftome, =that. excellent and 
"fil. 2. painful Preacher, hath this paſſage, I ſpeak, ſaith he, 
in A. 4- 20 other than what 1 think, and'wm verily perſwaded of ; 
** I ds not think that among Miniſters there are many 
that ſhall be ſaved, but that many more ſball eternally 
_ miſcarry. For as he elſewhere preteſted ſolemnly to 
his hearers, that, be doubted whetheF one of a thouſand 
would go to Heaven, they did fo- generally tranſgreſs 
Heril. 24, God's Commandments : For, faith he,: what wicked- 
at ſur. eſs is to be ſeen-in Touth? What Vanity. even among * | ©: 
Old People ? The Parent takes little or no care for his 
Childs Education ;, the Children again regard not the *% 
hoary Head, nor have any regard to the ol to make Ja 
h 
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them their preſidents, and imitate them in whit is praiſe- 

worthy. So he gives good reaſon for this hard ſay- - 
ing} of his concerning the-Miniſters; for how do 
moſt diſchargatheir Stewardſhip 2 Tis ndl "nbeirroles n 
navy erilde. ot me wolure, er, Which ”f », faith 
he, # half ihe ſolictons for the Flock Cirift, os "Pp. 
Jacob wes forithe Flock of Lab $304 bath the * 
Drought conſumed by Day, the Froſ# by Night ; and 

their Sleep ugparted from their. Eyef? But to my pur.. - 

- . : R poſe , 
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a 
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ds irdrie thi to ack the Gab © 
A Wha ind are ſent of 1 wing, _s Preach it-in © 
er and Demonſtration of the Spiriz of. Gt 12. 
# How many, , contrary” to the great Apoltle=s 
- Preach'd it in the eaticing words of 'm us Wiſdot 
auſe:to themſclyes, and ot Sal 
'to God ? 84 


5 ore Te ich 1 fret anacks than Sd 5D ” 
hat jingling wayy-ſ6 == to ſober Die... WEE: - 
vines, and; which one- thus. | excellently delineats # 
to procureit juſt hatzed' and derifion : I bly, faith yF 
he, to fel into the leaſt tonch of that kind, yet at once 8. Wat's, 
to ſhew and reprove that ' childiſh. folly : It is a vein ——- 
. wine Preaching, tighting mens Ears likea tinckling Cym- on Rev. 3 
bal, : feeding. them. SSuowen », a. iNopan; A way no 
more likely” to fave-men's Souls, than' the ſhining 
--- Jewel to fatishe' ths Dung-hill Cock in the Fable; tho 
F-.+ Satan taught poor Creatures ſometimes to be ambiti-- - 
"= ous of ſuch Sermons: juſt as;I have heard a Ruſtick 
ay [he loved (or it did bim good, 1 am ſure I ſpeak 
a _ his ſenſe;)-to hear his. young: Maſter now and then read 
* " hine a Chapter: #nathe Greek. 2 ment | That, I fay, 
hath been-6f late every where exploded; "but would 
* *_ to Godalfo, that the {ſmooth way of Preaching were 
1 laid! down, which looks juſt like-#$feech or De- 
---  clamation, "oe by-a'puny - Scholar 3-Not that I 


E” refed, by at Ns, upaly the Lear 16d : 
2 -who are perſonsof fgep 


c — thinkto inuzare them, they ſpeak above their hearers- 
_ © cert and fadly fall below o_ own inten; if i 


- . © great and® , Rivers Catnltir 
'- - ſoſimnoothly,”* Iat their motion 1 
' were made for great, 
"they plentifully. 


flo! 3. but litthe S ooks-and: E NY 
SITS up and di EG 
wich by their diviſions makes them \ fruitful, or 4. 
rve to water the Herds-and' Flocks that feed within. - *,F 
- them: So isit with the great'amid. truly Eloquent Di- 
vines, their Floods like FJordar, happily ſerve to- 
water mighty*Plains,, when they overflow ''their: 
Banks 3 butzfer Country Chuzches $0-have: ſuch 
fwelling-Words: and Eloquent . , made: unto: 
them, would'be as dangerous asfoxFlocks and'Herds: 
to water-at deep Rivers : it were'gever ſo deſigned; MY 
for that were ta.duown them and Mor to- give them- SIE jf 
Drink. But God hath provided little Streams for Th. = F 
theſe ; and. the. Miniſters ſhould mntate his works, . © T 
and plainly: condeſcend'to their Hearers Natural Ca« b 
Pacities, andfo branch out their Diſpourſss, that they 
may give them ſomething to-hol#by, ſome ground: 
to ſtand upon; aud -opporiagity ts profit themſelves 
by, faftning wheat they lay anitheir memories. Bur 
how oftis (een;. that * guch / as. theſe ſtrive to: - 
hew al i Rhetorick,. where qyee they pA 3 
*Wigr Diſcourſes are ſpoiled twice- over- 


NS. 


er "charitably) if notTOr Rhetorick and! 
LIBRO AT Ts as Itis a no- 
able: 
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| re Ree, wich Theve NG nes Am, 
thor4athis purpoſe: © I puta Treatiſe, ' Gith, h 
< newly come out, intothe hands of a young thanfc 
« his peruſal, which I knew was only full 


_ - © words; but there was not wanting iliigwhakan>k 


*Y © 7 * were ſere teſt Grace 3 Fe re 
_—_—_— & madeficha ſhew gf Model that one might 
| <& there were greater matter m._fuch apiece ; nd 
«< could expett any le,” « Me rrpude Was 7 Jens a yorug 
< and praiſing Face ſet uponit : yy other more 
* ſuch baits and -allurements, as fight. make it 
< wonderfully taking, to a rightly ; 
«< Now you ſhalt know how well my pl 
< When three or four daies were hardly over, our 
« Youth, to: whom the Book 'was recommended, 
« comes-#0 me, with a wild Couttenance and Ge- 
2 * ſture, and ſcarce knowing how to bthave- himſelf 
by 2 * Tor very joy 3 then I conjeEuring, by his carriage, 
'; &* how. the caſe ſtood 3 Well, faid I, Did you not 
< find it to bea care Piece ? Preſently he catches my 
< words, and fallsto commending i it out of meaſure: 
« And, I ſhall never, faittrhe, Gnd-out words, to 
-<- ſer forth the Authot;acco! ding | to his worth : No 
truly, 1 hed, yet maſt ni Wt 
+: ForlT hear 0 much of bin; and his 
< rader is.every where ſuch as you gipgitHm 
< pray now do nbt jngro6 all this Trealure, an 
« yy us the happineſs" of PRs —_— "' 


PIT; "7 


HOOTE "i <4 - _ . of - 
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* ing. my leiſure will not ferve eruſc it, "te! 
..-..- < me ſomewhat particularly of what you fird ſo -ad- 
3. < mirable in the Book 2 This queſtion ſtruck my 

» << Younpte: dumb ; he rubs up bigMemory,hechafes +: 

and Fes;./but all the while I cannot hear one . 

: Wofd'or SyHable coming from him. at length. he . ;- 
< Falls to: complaining of the badneſs es Memory, _*_.. 
and to_aceuls kimſe|f-of being very, forgerful 5 WHY 


C* 


' ® when I in the ieary time'evutd not but lough 1hg*, © 
* my Sleeve,,/Knowing well that the Yowh's Mev 288. v. 


<« mory was in no fault, bitt the Authors empty. 37. 7 


*-Words and' fruitleſs way of Writing. Truly juſt. "99'S 
_ ;thus ſtands the caſe before us'3%00 too. many: trifle 


* after this ſort in the great” things of God, and while » j 
they ſtrive to ſpeak Floridly and with Aﬀettation, © M8 


* they Preach: fruitleſs, and Dy their empty Speeches 
they leave no ſound impreſiio 
their Hearers : Their Memories, many times, can 
retain * nothing, through the miſerable default of 
thoſe that teach them, and not. for want of indu- 


fry in thoſe poar Creatures that hearken.and attend . "Y r 


unto them. 1. my ſelf ſpeak not now without Book, 


n upon the Hearts of -, 
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but it is what I have once and again experienced z _ ' x 


when I have ſet my. ſelf to hear moſt carefully; iÞ 


and tried to carry away what I could, Thave ſcarce 
been able, out of the Church, te recolle& one Pal 
age after ſach a Preacher; when from a: mean _, _ 
Preacher, and n6 methodical one neither, t have 7 :! 
been able, at other times, to.call back again a great .- ©? 
part of whatzhath been delivered. And. what ſer- -; 
vice are ſich. Sermons of, which are alwaies: upon 

the wing, and fly away. as faſt as they. are heard > 

What: good mes by. ſuch. verbal Preachers, who 


Ts I oy are- - 
bs $S 
” : Y | 
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a %s 
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a Fac rate g Fs "Who make "En pr 
© ge. þÞur neither to be remembred-nor procioegy 
pr Sb pn which for-their-fine ſound may. be had in, 
_ .. admiration, but leave the Heart, as far from the, Yue © Wa; , 
of Piety, and the likely-way to. attain gt. {Hapm” : 


nels, as ever they v5 it 2 This; is-to- 
People wesinftcad of Bread, aid. they v 


6 £7 + and Periſh or.ere.hey c Food. and. Nouriſh-- 
* -* ..---ment of them : C Pence wUH9s-is to give = 
5 BY. - 7 KR torickfor Religion,” and the-vain,Florid Words 

3d. - of Art SnT Kloqueik, for the Word: 'of God, "nhe- --. 
| © Word of Life. Such ſend away their Hearers as. - 
© empty as they cate only it may be ſome are: Alla 

with wind -and vanity,. which makes their caſe yet” 
more"dangerous than the others, that .are lean and > 
hungry and half ſtarved. * For there is this two-fold - 

Evil theſe 4-la--rode Preachers do commit, ' whoſe 

conſequences are moſt pernicious and deadly. If they 

meet with a plain Country Auditory, they. neither 
will pleaſe them, nor (which is more conliderable 
by far) profit them at all ; their Hearers know not 
where to have them, and when they go away, the 
greater part of them may well ſay, They know not 
wherefore they were come together : But if they meet 
. with ſuch as are humoured with this way of Preach- 

ing, there the mifchief they do1s incbneerveable, for * Reflect 

they maintain Sin. and boulſter it up, in thoſe that Eloquence 

will not allow-themſclves. any: other. means to be &f the 

convinced. and ſaved.” The Gallants of the Age can ay oo 

well endure to hear' ſuch fine Diſcourſes, which French 

pleaſe their Palates, . and: it may. bear delivered'as [rm ya 
niodiſhly, with as neat and completnental an Air, Printed at. | 
as ever they heard out of the. Churches, *S0 one £4 "oi | 

C 3 "hk w4> = ſeports.. ” ; 
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| __ ir, wes oing to Jeet Newer one- d; 

_ Lent, at a is, hat gongro the Preachea- Diſgor - 
rning Sufferings and Affligions, with a gay and 
d Air, *while the Ladies from timeto timelifted © 
"OM UP (2 A” , go. - O. I CAaven and ſaid, Thzs i fine ! He js. | 
be a7 aut ible Preacher ! While] was very much trou- 2d 4 
- Bed, faith he, 'whear one ſpeak OF legotly « 
” ſubje which ſhould hgye been d 
"and to defi n rote 1g;.W 


5. PEER 
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of 


ork'd on his: Audience a real Sorrow gnd-unfeigned Pa 
- Contaition. . Theſe are they Ew Flows gr f + 
-A Arm-boles that come to hear them; whom the ig $5." Dy + 'Y L 
brands for ſuch deceivers,A&pronounces dre: 
ep” Eat Threats 'and Woes againſt them. Alas! This is is 
JE Fo like as if a Shepherd {bould Pipe merrily to. his wm 
Flock, and never take care to feed, or fold, or keep 4 
then ſafe. Nay, I dare boldly fay, theſe are Satans - | 
beſt Syrexes, his moſt proſperous Decogzes, who fin "4 
a Regrieme to Sinners, and rock-them faſt afleep E 3 
they are a prey to that devouring Lion. Poor Crea- FE 3 
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þ tures! You ſhall-hear them have theſe words. conti- = oF 
nually in their Mouths, A fire Pregcher, but for the +}. 
*s matter of his Sermon, they will not ( perhaps they - : 


cannot) :telf you one word thereof... Truly.ſuch had FER 
as- good have tgok their caſe altogether, and ſlept bh 
away the time 3, for all fach Teaching and Hearing is 

bur like a polden Dream, after which when they _© %& 
awake, they will find themſelves poorand miterable. ” 
Others there are more ſolid Preachers, and likely. to + © 


ſucceed, wha, Preach ina profitable way out of the - Rs + 
Word: but theſe ſpoil. all by Preaching their. own = 5 
Paſſions-and Intereſt ; for this it may be takes up 2 Y 


e, 1a moderate compatagon, 


__ pare of pled 
\ © while 
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neceſfar poles: of Religion maſk be neg 
4-0r-at leaſt only tnake way to uſher\in their FR 
Heats and Paſſions, and tograce and countenaned righ. 
Diſcourſe all the: while : Suck for wimes Jaſh«.a 
., gird- the Partics they < by:: that the 
Go EE ne endure 
+ & us \ meaſirloe mo 


; thew thar they: oy all this wp. Det achon” - 

W t for. Edificatiggs for they are ready toutes. © 
their.minds in & words to his poor TR f* $:Y bo 
they:hada Sword in theiwy- ands they would thruſt””” 
them through, though'M! the while the Pro-- 
phet was more blind chem the AG, as tis uſual with 
the Babe, when they enveigh ar'this extra-- 

agant rate 2_ any that are their Eye-fores. But” 

t nr caſe the beſt that may be for ſack Preachers,,. 
pit Wrath of Max doth not work the Rightequſneſs of Of. Jam.x. gi. 
God; andiſach farcaſtical Sermons are ribt hike ro- 
fave men:'They may open ſome Mens MonthSagainſt. * 
themſelves, as well as Tank} thoſe they have expoſed, 
but will ſcarce open any man's Heart. to receive the- 
facred Graces of God's' Holy £ frit'+: - ths may di-! 
{temper:their Hearers and putt into arr ABOVE 

the: 


but hardly Cherifh and-Compoſe, Ad Strength 


Vitals'of Chriftianit iears* and'f am perſivaded- 


if any love ſuch PM ntry, yer it leflens the due” 

reſpet and reverence they have- for the Preacher : 

for ſurely/none! can-think that place: Was niade for , 

ſuch purpoſes, or-that'al) the Pariſh came rogether 
en God's day, to fiean-fick atiftvedy 


ſas Rag yuh fiery Zeal ſhould miſpu ide- 


W "» \ and, they ſhould be.ſometimes as m 


Le oil from- the TIS þ 


Fire from Heavens Pp " 
.F ire-brands og 
& + 


54 han - : oe compaſlionate"$; cs SER 
Thar Hy OO them. Such as two 
Preacute 


rs,, may cauſe much. le-talk, - but: 


© x ey Miniſter for Mens/C fEdectons, kT woos : 
I. cannot lee, only-this | les 


ar- 
tendance, ' and by doing Kits Ho to | 
doe xceeding much hurt. To' raiſe Fs ſtation in the, 
Hearers, in the time of Speakitig And a" umult after 
' Sermon? how unlikely is this to. have-the Miniſtry: 
ſucceeded with. the Salvation of Mens Souls? Togo' 
away Wh matter totalk: of pro, and tor,” ' how pre-! 

ng of the ve onrens and 


fly ap never excited, fo the Dicourk, rae” Ack 
any Vanity 3-'tis to ſee them riſe after Sermon ftlently 
and penliyely; without a wordz and when every one 
'betakes” him. ia | ame, - to. meditate on the word 
wiych I” Rdrpdy WOW? ord of. God 3 to 


x ” 


Bs 


yup the Treafuresy hich kad ach a Cloryinth - Kg 


ey were ſet in order before him 5 to cleanſe 
the Filth which he found-upon himſelf; to | 


nero himſdF: with the fine Linneng yuh is the... = 0 


ighteouſneſs of the Saints; theſs axe; 
 colinced a Preacher, theſe atethe | 
C ory, and _—— Peace nd Hep $ for 
florid Speech: Paflion: Sid have oft 


aye hid &his word, and 


gen a grievous decals on *o of Miſery and. 
| + Faria But I will not runout any furtherin 
Sroreſting againſt theſtor other ſuch like abuſesin the 
Miniſtry, May this excite all:Miniſters to do thefr 
beſt iathe great concern of Preaching, and I ſhall not: 
be concerned which way they take to manage their 
own buſjnefs; they are able to judg and contrive for 
themſelves; only theſe two great abuſes I could not 
baulk,nor paſs them by without a cenſure, ſeeing they 
are the common talk, and every one crys ſhame upon 
them. As for the next I meddle not at all, nor'pre- 
ſcribe any rules or method how to model and diſci- 
pline them. Indeed 'tis not this nor t'other, nor any 
Other rule that will avail the leaſt in this matter 3 no- 
thing but.a deep and ſerious ſenſe in every ore of 
them, that they are ſent from*God to open blind 
Eyes, . to break aſunder ſtony Hearts, to ſuppreſs Sin, 
to promote Holineſs, to giveLight to the World, to 
open a way to 1ts Peace and Happineſs, ang'tobe the 
very props and pillars of it. . Were but theſe things 
thought on, it would make them all to fear and 
tremble for who. is ſufticient "a theſe things? And 


this Holy Jealoufie-would (tir up to itnplore 
D —2# - help 
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= © [rt hath been the”Gl, J; Natrvirto-beFamany””. x 
in theſe laſt Cenraries, for their curious Invent ye. 4 
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whereby they hive advanced Learning 
notable Diſcoveries done Mankind the 


day as It were, that happy invention of making Salt: 
.Watcr freſh (for which the Name of Boyle ſhall keep 
freſh in the miads and memory of Men, ſo long as 
- they coaſt on Sea, and there is Cgrd and Compaſs.) 
Shall theſe Yertuoſo's get all the. Praife, and ſhall no '* 
Worthies ariſe and revive ſomething in Divinity. ?. I J 
know we are not to expe& any additions, but im-- 
provements may be made of that which lies on our 
part to perform 5 we may amend what is amiſs 3 we -F 
may recover out of our own decates, and flouriſh af= | 
ter fading: And now I would that as we have got 
the way to make Salt Water freſh, to the benefit of 
our ſelves and the whole World, which 1s the Glory 
of our State : So the Miniſtry among us. would retain 
their Salfneſs, would ſhew themſelves to be the Salt .:.--: 
—_— 5: of our Land, in our, * Saviours ſenſe, which would:  *-: 
UL Sale-of DE the Glory both: of Church and State; This is all. | 
the Earth; | 


.bur if the Salt have loſt-his vol herewich ſhall is be Salted ? It 15 thenceforth- 
' good. for nothing, bur roghe-calt our dud cyoden under foor of men, 
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bh "therwiſe 3 in-ayers were ſtopt, 
7}. . and that'o! that all men might 
©. "giſc andcall them bleſſed :' This will be; efpecially.. 
| If they Preach in the power of God's Spirit, if they” 
meditate on theſe things, and give themſelves wholly 
to them. tens ;5 


T am aſhained to * find it faid concerning the Pab- , Atcrer 
tick Miniſters: of our Church (and if truly ſaid, 'tis Country 
| enough to make our Hearts to bleed.) She car mo m—_— 
\ wvore whip People into her Church ; and ſhe perhaps may xriends in 
| modeſtly ſuſpeF her Vertue and Ability to Preach them the City, 
thither. Sirs, where are your hopes if you are fal'n 1227 *e 
into this Diſgrace, and haveno will or power to help Penallaus 
your ſelves out of it ? I Preaching at ſo low an ebb 774. the 
at this jun&ure of affairs, that when his Majeſty hath 
2 Declared a Liberty of Conſcience, the Church of Eng- «+ 
TY land dares not preſume to vye with her Competitors? 
F ſpeak-not this to {tir up Spleen and Strife, ana Ha- 
tred and Indignation : No, no, this hath been refie- 
&ed more'ſmartly than the other. It is time'for Pul- 
| # pit Wars to ceaſe; T would only provokethe Clergy 
tos to Preaching and good Works. I have but oneword 
: to ſay, and I coneludez and that is God's terrible 
meſſage to Eli concerning his Safffs,*who were Prieſts 
among his People Iſrael; and though way ſeem 10 
| | S323 .- Pro- 


> 


we i 
Prophecy bad ficceſs, yet | ſhall not wk baulk 
it for a concluſion ; 3 It is God's: Word, and there is - 
4 hope and comfort 1 in it, as well as fetraand terror 37 
7 as it ſhall proye tqas Bt as WE: pprove our ſetves..to ©. 
'4%* God its ikethe Hitter Watet-of Jealoufie,: which © 
A will be innoceny Be urefal only a#we are that take. - 


S.. 


4 it; if we are ulleMvo be unto us, .much-ma 


we will not be reforined 3 but otherwiſe it go.” FJ 
well with us;and.our Land : I beſeech you read: theſe. NON 
Words and. tremble you Sons of Levi, eſpecially to 
Wo whom it was firſt ſpoken; Now the Lord faith, there 
+2 Sam. 2. that honour me, 1 will honour, : gh ny that Aſpiſe, » me, 
"IP, - ſhall be lightly eftcemed, .. > 


And thus Sir I have depoſed my Thovghts upon a 

Subject which hath ever been of the higheſt | impor- 

tance; bur I think there needs no mentioning theſe 
circumſtances that render the preſent -Diſcuſiing of 
Reconcile. it moſt ſeaſonable in our own Nation. * What the 
——_ Honourable Boyle reports concerning the CharaQer 
Corpſe, Dr. Willis gave him of a certain Specifzck, decryed by 
_ p- ſome, 'T3s the Nobleſt Medicine ( ſaith he ) we knows, 
the ſame I cannot but ſay, over and over again of 
Preaching 3 It is the nobleſt Medicine we know, next to 

the Written Word of God it s the Treaſary . of ' the 

Sorls health, the Panacza of all Spiritual Diſeaſes, and: 

that Land is out of danger that hath this Divine Me- 

. - dicine duly adminiſired unto it: And truly I think 
ws 5 Dr. Heylyn was much in the right, when ſpeaking of 
Germany; the wonderful increaſe and growth of Protejtantiſm 
in the be- (<\Yhich Reformation faith he, was of ſuch a ſpeedy 
cre « growth, that with the ſpace of Forty Years it was 
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uages, every orgs: Mother Tongyeg+ which 
"© axfcoyered the corruption of the. Glurch-of Ren 
1 1n Doctrinals and Fc ; Yogh'p, is this of * 


P; 22 hit F f their Minift 
"T {till ſpea 


ak in his own words Jboth in Towns and 


Villages for the expounding of the $&riptures, and 
© fitting them to the capacity. of the meaneſt Audi-. 
* tors, which gain'd exceedingly both on the Judg-.. 
* ment and Aﬀection of the common People, the © 


* courſe of Preachinghaving been formerly negleted 
* by the Pariſh Curate,and turn'd off wholly in a man- 
* ner to the begging Friars. 

Hence 'tis that ſome have always been laborious 
induſtrious, aad painful to a wonder, 1n carrying on 
this great and bleſſed work, who have imitated the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, - in ſpending themſelves 
and being ſpent, that ſo they might give Light unto 
their Land, in which God had ſet them up for the 
fame purpoſe; who have made their Pwlpits as it were 
their Funeral Piles, their Preaching hath ſpent and 
conſumed them, -and they have fall'n Martyrs to the 
Proſperity and Salvation of their People: However 
this ſound to ſome, I am ſure it is no Paradox, nor 
ſtrange Problem to your ſelf; who ſet your ſelf and 
have made it your buſineſs in this way of Preaching 
ro ſerve Chriſt and your Countrey, which your works. 
of this nature do to me ( and to the World I doubt 
not )abundantly-teſtifye. But I fear, I ſhall offend 
by being too tedious, and thereforel had rather ſtop 


on a ſuddain with ſome abrupmcſs than be guilty of - 


cauſing 
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* profeſsir, but had once alſo got titie oting both 
* in Spair'and Þraly.) The ſecond Ground he aſligns 
£* next to traufjating; the Scripture into Vulgar Lan-: WEED 
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